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was that the great Radical leader of the Radical
caucus joined forces with the Conservative party to
turn the Liberal Government of Mr. Gladstone out
of office. Few politicians, even in their own strong-
holds survive an apparent breach with their political
past; and it might well have been expected that the
well-organized and disciplined caucus would simply
reject its leader and continue in the path which it
had been founded to follow. In fact nothing of the
sort happened. Joseph Chamberlain was assailed
by his former Radical allies in the country as a whole
with a vigour and stridency which at times passed
the bounds of decency. In Birmingham, on the
other hand, he retained his hold; in the Elections
which followed his break with Mr. Gladstone, he
succeeded with the aid of the caucus in gaining every
seat for the new Liberal Unionist Party. It was a
personal triumph probably unequalled in British
political history. It would not have been possible
except in the case of a dominant and inspiring per-
sonality fortified by the civic consciousness of great
work rendered to the city in the past. This striking
testimony to Joseph Chamberlain's hold upon the
city made it clear that it was in fact the city of the
Chamberlains.

In 1897 the great prestige of the Colonial Secretary
was not the only nor the most immediate evidence of
this fact. There was evidence within the City itself
in the person of the numerous members of the
Chamberlain clan occupying important civic and
industrial positions* The Chamberlain clan, extended
by marriage, consisted of, in addition to the Chamber-
lains themselves, the Kendricks, Nettlefolds, and the
Martineaus. All these families were Unitarian and
conscientious alike in their application to business
and in their punctual discharge of civic obligations.